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soon as possible to the more congenial and less distressing
surroundings of the bay of Papeete.

But there was a second reason why he was so anxious to
be off. Cook was a sailor, not a writer. It was, of course, ex-
pected that as soon as possible he would publish a beautifully
illustrated volume containing a description of his voyage.

HONOLULU

The scientific data he had brought back had been surrendered
to the Royal Society, where the scientists could now ponder
over them and digest them at leisure. Fashion was not in-
terested in latitudes and longitudes and currents and wind
velocities. Society and its faithful slave, the reading public,
wanted glamour. The reading public especially wanted some-
thing over which it could gush.

This was in the days before cheap theatres, cinemas, and
magazines, A great many people who could read and write
<till lived in almoat perfect seclusion on their country estates,